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God Gives, Man:Rscgive 


HE training schools of friendship the family find 
their goal and consummation in the building of 
good society, in the founding of the Kingdom of 

God. For here creative action is at its height. There is 
a widespread but vicious conception of salvation which 
makes man’s part in salvation a passive one. On the 
contrary, our relation to God is the field of most intense 
action. It is true that, in the saving of the soul, in the 
creation of personality, God does all. But he does noth- 
ing unless through us. Our relation to him is not passive. 
It is the intensest receptivity. Now receptivity means 
appreciation. And appreciation necessitates action. The 
appreciation of noble things, a great picture or a great 
book for example, puts our best faculties and powers on 
the stretch. The enjoyment of classical literature has 
to be earned by severe labor, while the beauty and majesty 
of human character are given only to those who toil 
mightily to make themselves worthy. Even so with sal- 
vation. We are saved when God reveals himself in our 
hearts as the living God, the creative Good. Salvation 
involves the highest form of appreciation and admira- 
tion. Awe of God’s being and will and admiration of 
his majesty and beauty fill our souls with ecstasy and 
peace. Our being is stirred to its depths. The spirit 
in us is enkindled to intensest action. And our wills lay 
hold on life with a masterful grip. HENRY SYLVESTER 
NASH, in The Atoning Life. The Presiding Bishop’s Book for 
Lent. Harper & Bros., New York. 














Letters to the Editors 





Says Southern Men Made Deep Impression 





Report on Chicago 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I have just returned from a thrilling 
meeting of 1,000 Presbyterian laymen in 
Chicago under the auspices of the National 
Council of Presbyterian Men. The at- 
mosphere was electric with spiritual 
power, as was that of a similar meeting 
in Atlanta last November. I was deeply 
impressed by the contribution made to our 
meeting by some of the men from the 
South, including General Joseph B. Fraser, 
S. J. Patterson, Jr., and H. Roe Bartle. 
The cause of reunion (why don’t we al- 
ways talk about “reunion” instead of 
“union”’?) took a long stride forward be- 
cause of the profound impression which 
the visitors from the Presbyterian Church, 
US, made on our men. 

Your readers will be interested to know 
that our men decided to specialize on per- 
sonal evangelism, regular attendance, an 
attack on “the shaméful inadequacy of 
our giving,” emphasis on the danger of 
dictatorship, and union or “reunion.” 

WILBUR LA ROE, Jr. 

Washington, D. C. 


Wants USA Hymnbook 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

In your issue of Jan. 9 you list as one 
of the objectives for 1950 “A joint hymn- 
book sponsored by the Presbyterian 
churches of America.” Why not prefer- 
ably follow the suggestion of Dr. Wm. 
Crowe, Jr., repeated in the same issue, that 
we use the present USA hymnal, than 
which there is no better? 

And may I express my agreement with 
Dr. Marion's article in the issue of Jan. 
16, 

DANIEL A. PENICK. 

Austin, Texas. 


Not-So-Poor Farmers 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

. I noticed your publication recently 
contained an article about the Department 
of Agriculture and the plight of the “poor 
farmers” (Cover, Feb. 13). I am wonder- 
ing if any of you really called the poli- 
ticians attention to the fact that most 
farmers probably do not report all of their 
income. Furthermore, they raise most of 
the food they eat; so I would not worry 
too much about them. 

I do hope, too, that you can keep politics 
out of your publication, 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


Discretionary Fund, 1. No 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I don’t wish such a discretionary fund 
(OUTLOOK, Jan. 23, Feb. 6) for the follow- 
ing reasons: First, IT do not have time to 
spend on such matters; second, I do not 
care for the responsibility of handling any 
considerable part of the church’s money; 
third, most demands of such a fund would 
be by the needy members of the church 
and I think it is unfair to the Deacons to 
assume duties which are rightfully theirs. 

PASTOR. 


2. Yes 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I do have a Pastor’s Fund. The 
church does not set aside any money for 
this fund. I have solicited the support of 
one or two affluent members, and others 
have made generous contributions to it 
without any request from me. When mem- 
bers and others desire to express their ap- 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
the act of March 8, 1879. 
Richmond 19, Virginia. 


re-entered as 


preciation for services rendered in terms 
of money, I put these amounts in my Pas- 
tor’s Fund, as I do contributions made by 
members of our radio audience. In this 
way I am able to secure one or two thou- 
sand dollars a year. I feel that every pas- 
tor needs a fund of this kind, and in an 
educational community like———it is im- 
perative! 
PASTOR. 


3. Yes 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

A few individuals in our church have 
occasionally given the pastor amounts of 
money to be used at his discretion. This 
has helped to pay necessary hospital ex- 
penses and encouraged a surgeon to give 
a free operation on a boy who would have 
to have been a cripple for life if he lived. 
It has helped a foreign student to have 
important dental work done and brought 
heat and groceries for a family with seven 
children in desperate circumstances until 
other aid could be provided. It has paid 
the minimum expenses of restoring a sep- 
arated young couple on the verge of di- 
vorce and other such immediate emer- 
gencies for which no other funds were 
available. 

PASTOR. 


Gothic Is too Glum 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I have just read the Gothic discussions 
(OUTLOOK, Feb. 6). Certainly God may 
be worshipped acceptably in a Gothic edi- 
fice—and, as far as public worship goes, 
audio devices help. But I’m willing to 
leave these medieval structures to Europe. 
“You can have ‘em, I don’t want ‘em, 
they’re too glum for me.” 





READER. 


Not for Reformed Tradition 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Gothic architecture was evolved in an 
age of liturgy and is an excellent style 
for liturgical churches. The lofty spaces, 
the soft gloom, the long narrow nave pro- 
vide the proper atmosphere for an ecclesi- 
astical procession, a chanting choir and a 
priest intoning at the altar. But I seri- 
ously question Gothic as the best archi- 
tectural form for churches of the Re- 
formed tradition where the emphasis is 
not on liturgy and mystery but on the 
Word, Light, Truth. 

Simple, clean structural lines with more 
illumination in the sanctuary would be 
more in keeping with the mood of the 
prophetic tradition. Therefore Colonial, 
Modern, or even Classic would seem to 
provide a better atmosphere for historical 
Presbyterianism. 

Have you ever seen a Gothic pile with 
an added educational building at the side 
which looked like the child of another 
parent? It is difficult for a Gothic church 
to build an educational addition that 
matches the style of the sanctuary and 
still provides light, airy rooms for educa- 
tional purposes. Gothic just isn’t adapted 
to the functional purposes of a modern 
educational plant which is an essential 
part of 20th century churches, 

As for the divided chancel I agree with 
your writers who don’t consider this a 
serious issue. Bible reading and preach- 
ing can be done equally well from side or 
center and depend on the minister and 
not the position. However Presbyterians 
shouldn’t have an altar against the wall: 


10c a copy. 


$4.00 a year. 


this item should unmistakably be a comm- 
munion table with chairs behind it. 
H. R. MAHLER, Jr. 
Norton, Va. 


I’ll Take Gothic 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

From a beautiful “Gothic” church in the 
west, noting Bishop Selecman’s rather 
unique and negative distaste for Gothic 
architecture. 

After twenty years of inspiring worship 
—a report: 

Cost—not excessive and well 
every cent in inspiration, 
spiritual meaning. 

Maintenance—nothing extra because of 
Gothic style, less than many monstrosities, 
with or without attempts to remodel. 

Acousties—excellent, no wires nor 
echoes, as in many halls and auditoriums 
used for churches. 

Visability, which seemed to worry the 
Bishop, is excellent. Preacher can see con- 
gregation, preacher never hides from con- 
gregation. 

Attendance, another worry of the writer. 
Crowded church every Sunday, best in 
community. Sister church with center 
type of pulpit and conventional architec- 
ture, located within several blocks, has 
vefy poor attendance. This is to match 
the Bishop’s story of crowded center pul- 
pit churches with an empty Gothic church 
in their midst. Did the other churches 
all have signs outside: “We are a center- 
pulpit church’—hence the crowds? 

The Gothic architecture in this church, 
as beautiful as it is, allows very well for 
both evangelistic preaching (special serv- 
ices next week) and great inspiration in 
worship. 

Recently a minister who had planned 
and built two beautiful churches of the 
non-Gothie style, stepped into our church; 
he paused and then with deep admiration 
and feeling said: “This is a church!” 

Another, who has seen most of the beau- 
tiful churches in our country stopped 
reverently as he entered and whispered to 
the minister, though we were alone in the 
church: “This is it,” he said. 

After reading Bishop Selecman’s article 
several times and looking again at our 
lovely Gothic architecture, I say I'll take 
the Gothic, and I’m almost persuaded that 
the Bishop would too, if he could once 
sense the love of a people for such a 
church and sense the experience of God's 
presence by entering therein. 

JOHN W. PRESSLY. 

Great Falls, Mont. 
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Segregation Is ‘‘Necessary’’ 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I have been interested in your column by 
“The Inquiring Reporter” (OUTLOOK, 
Jan. 30, Feb. 13). My answer to the cur- 
rent question about segregation is this: 

In my experience with Negroes in the 
South, and in the North, I have come to 
the conclusion that for our generation 
there is the happiest relationship when 
each, the Negro and the white, has equal 
rights, but within his own race, not cross- 
ing the race line, nor mixing in the in- 
terests and purposes of any single insti- 
tution or organization. In other words, let 
each have his own church, school, places 
of business, etc.; let each have within his 
own race, without interference, the right 
to the freedoms. The two races can Co- 
operate wonderfully as in a Ministerial 
Union from time to time, but not as @ 
regular thing. 

I heartily agree with W. G. Foster, Jr., 
in his saying that “Segregation is neces- 
sary . . until the Spirit of Christ . 
controls the masses.” 

WILLIAM C. DINWIDDIE. 

Covington, La, 
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Full-time Secretary 
Wanted to Aid in 


Pastoral Exchange 


Committee Will Ask Assembly for 
Permission to Employ Agent 


The Assembly’s Committee on the 
Minister and His Work apparently feels 
that nothing much will be done about 
facilitating pastoral changes without a 
man to give this his primary attention. 
Therefore, the committee will recom- 
mend to the 1950 Assembly at Massa- 
netta Springs, Va., that it be given au- 
thority to employ a full-time secretary 
to meet and plan with responsible 
groups in presbyteries and synods. 

The committee, meeting recently in 
Atlanta, also voted to hold four re- 
gional conferences to discuss and seek 
solutions to some of these problems. 
These will be held in Dallas, Birming- 
ham, Savannah, and Richmond at a 
time to be set. It is expected that rep- 
resentatives of presbytery and synod 
commissions and committees on the 
Minister and His Work, plus presbytery 
executive secretaries, will attend. 


Points to Be Considered 


Three major problems to be consid- 
ered at these meetings are: 


(1) The number of vacant churches 
and how an adequate supply of minis- 
ters can be provided for them. More 
than 644 churches are now said to be 
without a pastor. 


(2) Means of encouraging churches 
to pay more adequate salaries to their 
ministers. 


(3) Some way to help in the ex- 


change of pastorates. 


Like the Board of Church Extension 
in its recent action, this committee also 
voted to provide the church papers with 
its full minutes as soon as possible af- 
ter its meetings. 


World Day of Prayer 
Stresses ‘Faith for Times’ 


New York. (RNS)—-World Day of 
Prayer will be observed in many Ameri- 
can Communities and foreign countries 
on Feb. 24, first Friday in Lent. Theme 
of the observance will be “Faith for 
Our Time.” 

In this country, the day will be 
marked in churches, hospitals, facto- 
ries and homes under the auspices of 
the United Council of Church Women. 

Originated in 1887 by Mrs. Darwin 


os 


LAYMEN ARE ‘TASK FORCE’ 








Columbus, O. (RNS)—-Laymen con- 
stitute a ‘task force’? by whose efforts 
the Christian Church can avert the dis- 
asters now confronting civilization, the 
International Council of Religious Edu- 
cation was told here. 


Walter W. Muller, Peoria, Ill., insur- 
ance agency owner, who addressed the 
lay section of the Council’s annual con- 
vention, compared church members and 
ministers to army personnel. 


“The ministers of the church might 
be likened to the officers of an army,” 
he said. ‘‘The lay people are the task 
force. Whoever saw a battle won by the 
officers ?”’ 

“Only a strong ecumenical church,” 
he continued, ‘‘which will be made up 
of true believers and true followers of 
Christ, with strong Christian laymen 
permeating the leadership of the na- 
tions, will be able to cope with future 
problems and avert disaster for this gen- 
eration and civilization.” 


He urged ministers to teach laymen 
the power of prayer. Every minister 
should have “a strong men’s program 
made up of men who are promoting 
Christ and Christian teaching—not just 
a men’s club,” he said. 

“There is a great new movement 
among laymen and a great desire for in- 
terdenominational fellowship and pro- 
gram,” Muller added. ‘Somehow, you 
ministers should get more laymen ac- 
tively giving time to the church.” 





R. James, an American who asked Pres- 
byterian women to pray together for 
mission work, the day has since become 
an annual event in which other denomi- 
nations have joined. 


A service for this year’s observance, 
written by Miss Michi Kawai, a Japa- 
nese YWCA leader, follows: 


“No one can legislate peace for the 
world if those in it are not at peace 
with themselves; no one can arouse 
strife in the world if each man is at 
peace, first with God, then with him- 
self. 

“Peace is in our hearts and not in 
our military might; peace is in strength 
of spirit and not in weapons; peace is 
within and not without.” 


Offerings given in connection with 
the observance will be used to help sup- 
port mission work around the world. 
Last year more than $250,000 was 
given by Americans. 


Presbyterian, USA, 
Men Urge Meeting to 
Seek Weapon Control 


Delegates in Chicago Call for 
Plan for International Agreement 


Chicago. (RNS)—President Truman 
was urged by the National Council of 
Presbyterian Men to seek a meeting 
of world leaders to work out a plan for 
international control of atom and hy- 
drogen weapons ‘and other physical 
forces of warfare designed primarily to 
destroy civilians en masse.” 

In a resolution adopted unanimously 
by 1,000 delegates, the Council also 
said that “effective voices of the re- 
ligious and spiritual forces’ of the 
United States should be invited to the 
meeting because of the ‘‘moral concerns 
involved.” 

The Council voted to set up a com- 
mission “to seek relationships with lay- 
men of other faiths to promote joint 
Christian service in our local communi- 
ties and for the nation.” 

‘“‘We Presbyterian laymen,” the res- 
olution added, “believe that in seek- 
ing to serve Jesus Christ in the work 
of his church, and to follow him in the 
vocations of our daily life, we shall 
find common purpose and action with 
men of goodwill of other faiths.” 


**Menace of Totalitarianism” 


In a third resolution, the Presbyte- 
rians declared: 

“The menace of totalitarianism has 
never been met merely by searching 
out, branding and destroying its sym- 
bols. The challenge to us rather is to 
serve Jesus Christ in the work of his 
church and to follow him in the voca- 
tion of our daily life. This goal may 
never be completely realized or safely 
secured. But it must be prayerfully 
sought and vigorously followed.” 

The “final answer to totalitarian- 
ism,’’ the group said, is ‘‘Christian faith 
and works.” Presbyterians, it added, 
should “vigorously pursue in the voca- 
tions of daily life those Christian works 
which remove the causes and prevent 
the spread of totalitarianism.” 

Also adopted by the Council was a 
plan of action for greater lay evan- 
gelism and for more regular attendance 
by church members. House-to-house 
visitation was listed as ‘‘the most effec- 
tive method.” 


Projects As Listed 


Local councils of the national body 














were urged to work on the following 
projects: chureh surveys, visitation, 
Displaced Persons, finance, pastoral aid, 
Bible classes, transportation for people 
otherwise unable to attend church, pub- 
lic relations and community religious 
census. 

Lem T. Jones, Kansas City manufac- 
turer, was elected president of the 
Council. He succeeds Charles J. Turck, 
president of Macalester College, St. 
Paul, Minn. 


Blanshard and Priest 
Debate at Harvard 


Cambridge, Mass. (RNS)—A debate 
on “The Catholic Church and Politics,” 
in which the participants were George 
H. Dunne, S. J., of Phoenix, Ariz., and 
Paul Blanshard, author of ‘‘American 


Freedom and Catholic Power,’ attracted 
a capacity audience here. 

The debate, sponsored by the Harvard 
Law School Forum, a student organi- 
zation, saw Blanshard on the same plat- 
form with a priest for the first time 
since his controversial book appeared. 

Fr. Dunne recently replied to the book 
with seven articles in the Catholic 
magazine, America. 

Prof. Henry D. Aiken, of the Har- 
vard philosophy department, acted as 
moderator. 

Denying that he was an anti-Catholic, 
Blanshard called on ‘‘liberal Catholics’’ 
to unite with Protestants and Jews ‘‘to 
protect our freedom from ecclesiastical 
policies imposed from Rome by a virtual 
dictatorship.” 

Fr. Dunne denied any ‘“coercion’”’ 
upon Catholics or non-Catholics, assert- 


Paisley Urges *‘Wait and See”’ 


Policy on Marathon Confessional 


Others Say Trained Religious Educator Would Have 
Encouraged Students to Continue Confessions in Private 


“Too hasty’ condemnation of the 
recent “marathon confessional’ at 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill, is 
warned against by delegates who at- 
tended the recent meeting of Presby- 
terian, USA, Directors of Religious Edu- 
cation at Columbus, Ohio. 

The prayer and confession service be- 
gan at 7:00 o’clock Wednesday evening 
and did not end until 9:00 o’clock Fri- 
day morning. 

In a dispatch to his paper, George 
Dugan, religion editor for the New York 
Times, reported that delegates in Co- 
lumbus acknowledged the ‘‘irregularity”’ 
of the spontaneous but prolonged ‘‘wit- 
nessing’’at the college, but that most of 
them were not overly critical. 

Pointing out that Wheaton is re- 
garded as a ‘“fundamentalist’”’ school, 
several delegates recalled that similar 
demonstrations, although much shorter 
in duration, had occurred at Wheaton 
and at other such institutions. 





PAISLEY: A good test is: “By their 


fruits.” 


+ 


Paisley Statement 


Edward B. Paisley, secretary of the 
division of education in home, church 
and community for the Presbyterian, 
USA, Board of Christian Education, pre- 
pared the following comment for the 
Times: 


“We know enough of the possibilities 
of mass psychology in the emotional 
area to be careful in our appraisal of 
the religious value of such experiences. 
But the history of such matters as the 
‘great awakening’ which occurred in 
America during the early years of the 
nineteenth century teaches us to be de- 
liberate in our judgments. 

“Mighty moving of the Spirit of God 
among men in the past frequently has 
been accompanied by what seems to us 
strange emotional and physical phe- 
nomena. 

“Perhaps not all mass hysteria is of 
religious validity; but not all strange 
behavior is devoid of genuine religious 
significance. There is an old test that 
takes time: ‘By their fruits ye shall 
know them.’ Perhaps we had better 
wait to pass judgment for or against.”’ 


President Is Criticized 


One delegate, who asked that his 
name not be used, sharply criticized the 
president of the college for permitting 
the demonstration to continue so long. 
Charging the college head with a ‘“‘poor 
understanding of youthful adolescence,”’ 
he pointed out that under “normal” cir- 
cumstances and faced with a similar pre_ 
dicament, a trained religious educator 
would propose that the students con- 
tinue their ‘‘confessions”’ in private and 
‘*thonest”’ prayer. 

Another delegate pointed out that 
“skillful guidance” rather than ‘un- 
checked emotional hysteria” is the first 
requirement in producing “practicing 


Christians” instead of ‘‘obsessed Chris. 
tians.”’ 

ing that ‘‘the Catholic is perfectly free 
at any time to differ from the doctrine 
of the church, at which point he ceaseg 
to be a Catholic.” 


“Totalitarian and Undemocratic” 


Blanshard insisted that ‘‘the struc- 
ture of the Catholic power is totalitarian 
and undemocratic.” 

“The Roman Catholic hierarchy,” he 
said, “tries to impose that power on 
certain fundamental areas of our lives: 
taxation and the separation of church 
and state; education, freedom of 
thought, marriage and medicine.” 

The church’s “errors,” he said, “are 
primarily political—they’re not de- 
votional. They’re outside the normal 
religious field.” 


Replying, Fr. Dunne said Blanshard 
“is no more qualified to discuss Catholi- 
cism than Gerald L. K. Smith is to dis- 
cuss Zionism. His mind is definitely 
biased, and he cannot frame objective 
opinions about anything Catholic.” 

While some of Blanshard’s facts 
might “not be successfully challenged,” 
Fr. Dunne said, “‘yet the total picture 
created is entirely false.’’ 


Says Moral Issues Involved 


Concerning birth control, euthanasia, 
abortion and marriage policy, Father 
Dunne said “there are definite moral 
issues involved.” 

“Is he saying Catholics have no right 
to express an opinion?” he asked. “On 
this I say he is definitely espousing a 
philosophy leading to, and akin to totali- 
tarianism.”’ 

On the matter of separation of church 
and state, Fr. Dunne commented: 

“The Catholic Church certainly be- 
lieves in the separation of church and 
state, but Mr. Blanshard’s definition 
would deny to citizens their right to 
bring to bear their moral philosophy.” 

Blanshard is scheduled to debate with 
Robert C. Hartnett, S. J., editor-in-chief 
of America, on the same subject at Yale 
University. 


Blanshard to ‘‘Cover 
The Holy Year’’ in Rome 


New York (RNS)—Paul Blanshard, 
author of “American Freedom and 
Catholic Power” left for Rome on Feb. 
23 to ‘cover the Holy Year’’ for the 
Nation, weekly review published here. 

An official of the magazine said Blan- 
shard had been assigned to write a 
series of articles on the Vatican. Gen- 
eral theme of the series will be, “The 
Vatican in World Political Activities.” 

Blanshard, who will also serve as the 
Nation’s general European correspond- 
ent while in Rome, is scheduled to visit 
Israel shortly after his arrival in Italy. 
Purpose of the Israel visit, the Nation 
official said, will be to gather material 
for an article on “the Vatican’s plans 
in Jerusalem.’’ 
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@ Facing the need for more effective Christian education through 


the week, a pastor proposes a program for school and church. 


Regaining Our Lost Youth 


in the Christian education of her 

children. Our materialistic, pagan 
and secularized society is the tragic re- 
sult of our failure. We delude ourselves 
if we imagine that the need can be met 
by the most efficient of Sunday schools 
operating one hour a week. We have 
had ample evidence that little reliance 
can be placed in the homes, for even if 
the parents recognized this, their pri- 
mary responsibility for their children, 
most parents are too ignorant religiously 
to be more than blind leaders of the 
blind. 

Recent court decisions that served 
notice on the church that any attempt 
to invade the public schools even in re- 
leased time programs will be met with 
vigorous and effective resistance from 
the secular influences in our society. 
In addition, such part time educational 
efforts suffer from being separated from 
rather than being made a part of, the 
total educational program, thus in- 
creasing the secularization of our so- 
ciety and the separation of religion from 
life. 


Ti: CHURCH has failed miserably 


Teach Them or Lose Them 


In the light of these facts it becomes 
increasingly apparent that the church 
must devise some system of Christ-cen- 
tered education for her own children if 
they are not to be lost to the church 
and to the Lord. 


Having said this, it must be added 
that American Protestantism will 
never agree to the setting up of a 
system of education which would 
weaken or destroy our public schools 
as a vital feature in our democratic 
society. 


The question, therefore, is two-fold: 
How can we save our children without 
destroying our democratic system of 
public education or how may we co- 
operate with an increasingly un-religious 
educational system without sacrificing 
values in education which we believe are 
of primary importance? 

This may seem to place us on the 
horns of an impossible dilemma, but the 
dilemma is more seeming than real. 
There is a way by which our church can 
provide an educational program for her 
children and at the same_ time 
strengthen rather than weaken our pub- 
lic schools. It is such a program that 
this article would present for the 
thoughtful consideration of our people. 

The almost insoluble problem facing 
our public schools is that of providing 
for the rapidly increasing number of 
children. Schools everywhere are over- 
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crowded. Classes are so large that de- 
cent instruction is impossible. Even if 
our economy could bear the heavy load 
of increased taxation necessary, if we 
build the schools we need in every com- 
munity it is doubtful whether it would 
be physically possible to construct them 
in time to meet the need. Certain it 
is that for one reason or another it is 
not likely that the schools of America 
will be able for many years adequately 
to house the children who must be cared 
for. 


Pressures on Public Schools 


Consider then the picture of our 
crowded school buildings and the seem- 
ing necessity of spending billions of 
dollars to build more classrooms, and 
over against that consider the billions 
of dollars worth of church buildings 
often with splendid educational facili- 
ties standing idle and empty six days 
of the week. For every crowded school 
in our community, for example, there 
are at least five empty churches. 

Does not the obvious answer leap from 
the page? Why not a supplementary 
system of week-day education in our 
churches which would provide a well- 
rounded, Christ-centered education for 
our children, relieve the over-crowded 
condition in our public schools, save 
our economy from the necessity of 
spending fabulous sums on new con- 
struction, and save our churches from 
the wasted investment in unused build- 
ings? 


Why not a plan whereby our chil- 
dren could receive a part of their ele- 
mentary education in church schools 
and a part in public schools, receiv- 
ing the values which each has to 
offer; just as now many of Our young 
people receive a part of their edu- 
cation in a church college and part 
in a state university? 


With the growth of nursery schools 
and kindergartens, the child spends 
some fourteen years in elementary and 
secondary schools. Six of these might 
profitably and possibly be spent in 
church schools and eight in the public 
schools. If the proper years were chosen, 
the child could be given a determinative 
religious education within the means of 
the church and without detriment to the 
public schools or the child’s experience 
in them. Psychologically and_ re- 
ligiously there are two periods of pri- 
mary importance in the growth and de- 
velopment of a child: the years from 


birth through the sixth year and the 
years of puberty, roughly the twelfth, 
thirteenth and fourteenth. The first 
period is one in which life-long habits 
are fixed both religiously and edu- 
cationally. The second is the period 
in which youth faces its greatest ad- 
justments and most significant changes. 
Physically, mentally and spiritually it 
is an age of decision. 

The church should have her children 
in these important periods, and if the 
church did have her children then, she 
could more safely trust them to the 
secular education of our public schools 
for the remaining years. Religious in- 
struction, always necessary and always 
effective, becomes particularly so in 
these significant years. Educationally 
also, it is in these years that the child 
requires the most personal attention and 
individual instruction now denied to 
most pupils in our crowded schools. If 
the child could receive such personal 
instruction in the first years of ele- 
mentary school and the first years of 
secondary school he would profit im- 
measurably in the other years of his 
educational life. 


Nursery Through First Grade 


Without considering the details of 
such a program which would require 
more space than is available in this 
article, it can be briefly outlined. 


Let the church take the child at 
four years of age into a nursery 
school and keep that child in the 
church school through the first grade, 
thus providing nursery, kindergarten 
and first grade education. 


Every up-to-date church has the phy- 
sical equipment to make this possible, 
using what it now uses only on Sunday. 
Many churches have already included 
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nursery schools and kindergartens and 
even first grades in their programs with 
significant success. During these years, 
under trained and paid teachers with 
small classes, the children would receive 
not only a pre-school education with 
the proper grounding in social relations, 
the essentials of reading and writing, 
the habits of proper play and study, 
but also the foundations of a religious 
education and the practice of religious 
worship. Remember the wise dictum of 
the Jesuits, “Give me a child for the 
first seven years, and you may do what 
you like with him afterwards.” So it 
might be with us, supplementing the 
home and the school by cooperating with 
each and sending our children on to the 
public schools better prepared edu- 
cationally and religiously for the years 
ahead, with whatever continuing re- 
ligious instruction may be possible. 


For Junior High Years 


Then the child, having completed the 
sixth grade in the public schools, would 
come back to the church for his junior 
high school work, being brought once 
more under the constant guidance and 
influence of the church and religion at a 
significant and determinative time in his 
development. Once more he could be 
given, in smaller classes, the personal 
attention he requires educationally to 
prepare him for the enlarged curricu- 
lum and individual responsibility of 
high school. There would also be an 
opportunity in this critical time of his 
life to teach him proper social relations, 
conduct and courtesy, mental hygiene, 
and sex education under influences and 
with a religious emphasis impossible in 
our public schools. Best of all, he would 


have spiritual inspiration and direction 
at the age when he is most apt to ac- 
cept Christ and become his disciple. 

From a practical point of view it is 
these years in the educational program 
which require the least in the way of 
equipment and _ expensive facilities. 
Junior high school, unlike the senior 
high, places little emphasis on science 
and vocational training where labora- 
tories and shops are essential. These 
are the years of instruction when the 
teacher is all-important and the equip- 
ment can be very simple. Indeed, no 
more is needed than is required now in 
a decent educational and recreational 
program for intermediates and seniors 
in the average church. 

In such a program for our churches 
not only would the week-day school use 
the church facilities, but the Sunday 
school could use the day school staff 
as paid and experienced directors of 
the total educational program of the 
church in all its departments since these 
teachers presumably would all be conse- 
crated Christians as well as trained edu- 
cators. What would it not mean to the 
church to have six or eight such men and 
women added to its staff? In the same 
way the present staff of the church 
would serve in the school: the minister 
to teach religion; the musical director, 
music; the church secretary and the 
sexton serving the school as well as the 
church. 


The Money Factor 


Of course, such a plan would cost 
money, but in this connection certain 
facts should be borne in mind. The 
church already has an investment in 
buildings and equipment and an ex- 
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pense in their upkeep which may be 
more largely used without heavy addi- 
tional cost. The church has trained 
personnel available and already paid 
from the minister to the sexton. Many 
members of the church who might send 
their children to the school would be 
able and willing to pay tuition to help 
defray the cost of instruction. 


Most important of all, if the 
spiritual life of our church is at stake 
and the Christian nurture of our chil- 
dren then no expenditure is either 
impossible or extravagant. With God's 
help it can be done. 


No other plan offers so great an op- 
portunity for effective religious educa- 
tion. One year of constant daily con- 
tact with the pupils in the atmosphere 
of the church is worth many years of 
haphazard and spasmodic instruction 
on Sunday or in released time periods. 
By such a program both the educational 
and the spiritual life of the child would 
be benefitted and both the public schools 
and the churches strengthened. We 
recognize the need. No one can be blind 
to it. We have the physical facilities. 
All we require is the vision and the 
will to meet the need through our facili- 
ties in an expanded program of religious 
education, claiming our right to a larger 
part of our children’s lives for Christ 
and his church. 

A hundred years ago a much weaker 
church carried the entire educational 
burden unaided by the state. Surely to- 
day we are able to meet the challenge 
as we seek to save our society from 
secularism by saving our children for 
Jesus Christ. 


A Look at the Town and Country Church 


WAS BORN, bred and bruised on 
|: rocky farm in the Shenandoah 

Valley of Virginia near Harrison- 
burg and as a boy attended a country 
For the past 35 years I have 
been a member of the Home Mission 
Committee of Mecklenburg Presbytery 
and for 25 years its treasurer. So, I 
believe I know from years of experience 
something of the small town and coun- 
try church. 


church. 


Eight of Ten in the Country 


Eight out of every ten churches in 
the Presbyterian Church, US, today are 
town and country churches. Three of 
every ten are in communities of less than 
500 people. In these churches in com- 
munities of 500 population, two of 
every ten churches have resident pas- 
tors; six have no pastors at all; three 
of these have not had any pastor for 
at least seven years. 
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In communities of 500 to 2,500 six 
of every ten churches have resident 
pastors; three are vacant; one has had 
no pastor for seven years. 

In communities of 2,500 to 5,000 
nine of every ten churches have resi- 
dent pastors; one is looking for a pas 
tor. 

In the smaller communities the pas- 
tor usually serves at least two churches. 
His salary is inadequate and his tenure 
brief. Few of these men have had spe- 
cial training in the sociology of the 
rural church; some have come from 
other denominations and are not too 
familiar with Presbyterian faith and 
practice and many are handicapped by 
age. 

It is somewhat difficult to secure 
young men qualified for this work. The 
rural church is not recruiting minis- 
terial candidates in sufficient numbers 
to sustain even what leadership it still 
possesses. 


Eight out of ten of our country 
churches have less than 100 members; 
only one out of seven has more than 
200 members. The overall average for 
church attendance is 27 per cent. 


In the average rural church the eld- 
ers are untrained as to their responsi- 
bilities and the Session is no longer the 
governing body except in name. There 
is a congregational type of polity with 
whatever group has remained active 
dominating the church—usually the 
women. Reports required by presby- 
tery have been largely _ statistical, 
mostly financial, which has led to a ma- 
terialization of effort and attention. Too 
often it is true that so long as the 
Session’s minutes are legible and show 
that the meeting was opened and closed 
with prayer almost anything or noth- 
ing may happen between and be ap- 
proved year after year by the presbytery 
without exception. 


Half the country churches have cur- 
rent receipts of less than $1,250 per 
year. Three-fourths of the town 
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churches range around $5,000 per year. 
Too many of those churches have no 
annual Every Member Canvass. As a 
consequence, their ability to support an 
adequate program which would be of 
real value to them is non-existent. 


Lacks Evangelistic Spirit 


The most serious problem of all, it 
seems to me, is the lack of an evan- 
gelistic spirit in the small town and 
country church. In the Assembly’s 
Minutes for 1948-49 I was shocked to 
discover that there were 1,141 churches 
in our Assembly that did not have a 
single addition during the church year. 
There were 648 churches with only one 
or two accessions during the year. 

We need to have some definite work- 
able plan to create within these small 
churches an evangelistic fervor and 
zeal. We must shake them loose from 
their complacency and indifference to 
the Great Commission of the Master, 
“Go ye and make disciples.’”’ The very 
genius of Christianity is that we win 
another. We are saved to serve. 


Ways To Improvement 


Here are some suggestions: 


1. Each presbytery should carry on 
aggressively an enlistment program 
for church vocations in the town and 
country churches. 

2. We should use competent, well- 
chosen college and seminary seniors; it 
being understood that this measure is 
not intended in any instance either to 
save money or to replace an ordained 
minister. 

3. We must recognize that the pulpit 
supply is only a temporary and unsatis- 
factory alternative to the effective pas- 
torate of a resident minister. 

4. Officer training institutes through- 
out the Assembly should be conducted 
in such a manner as to reach the offi- 
cers of the town and country churches. 

5. Adoption and adherence to the 
minimum salary, adjusted to the cost 
of living, recommended by the Assem- 
bly, synod or presbytery. This is basic 
in securing a competent ministry. 

6. Presbytery committee chairman 
should write all Clerks of Sessions call- 
ing attention to the increase in cost 
of living over the past several years 
and presenting the minimum for an 
adequate standard of living with the 
request that this be considered in re- 
lation to the increase of the salary paid 
to their pastor and the amount he is 
currently receiving. 

7. Churches should make comprehen- 
sive reports showing the achievement 
of goals presented by our church’s pro- 
gram. 
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8. Sessional records should be care- 
fully reviewed, not only as to correc- 
tions, but also as to the leadership or 
inaction of the Session. 


The Minister 


If the country church is to do its 
best work in making the right kind of 
rural community it must have the right 
kind of preacher—one full of the 
Spirit, adapted to and equipped for the 
needs of the country church. In his 
book, ‘“‘A New Call,” Dr. Henry W. Mc- 
Laughlin has stressed the importance 
of having ‘‘an educated, cultured min- 
ister, consecrated to his task, identify- 
ing his life definitely with the scattered 
people of God’s open.” Dr. McLaughlin 
lists six qualifications of a successful 
country preacher: (1) He must be a 
country man, that is, a man interested 
in and loving the country; (2) he must 
be adaptable to the country people and 
their environment; (3) he must be a 
well-educated man; (4) he must be a 
man of vision; (5) he must be industri- 
ous; (6) he should be a volunteer. 

To these qualifications I might add 
that he must be a man filled with the 
Spirit of the Master who went about 
doing good. 





A FORWARD STEP 


For most of us, the first step toward 
realization of an ambition is the de- 
termination to save something—no 
matter how little—each month. Time 
goes fast. Small amounts result in 
worthwhile totals. Start your Sav- 
ings Account here. 


FIRST AND MERCHANTS 
National Bank of Richmond 


H. HITER HARRIS, President 


Capital and Surplus $7,500,000 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
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Church Council Fails to 
Stop Sunday Sports Program 

New Bedford, Mass. (RNS)—Despite 
strong protests by the New Bedford In- 
terchurch Council the local school com- 
mittee refused to change its stand allow- 
ing the public high school to play foot- 
ball games on Sunday instead of at 
night. A tie vote of 3 to 3 by the com- 
mittee defeated a motion to rescind its 
previous action. 

Herman D. Berlew, pastor of St. 
Paul’s Methodist church and leader of 
the protesting church group, said he 
would advise his boys not to play foot- 
ball on Sunday. 

Thomas C. Moriarty, vice-chairman of 
the school committee, said that “if Sun- 
day football would interfere with chil- 
dren attending church I certainly would 
oppose it.’’ 

“IT believe in school sports out in the 
open air, and I’d rather see boys and 
girls there than going to shows,” he 
added. “I think the average church 
service is over not later than 2, and I 
can see no harm in clean, healthy sport 
after that.” 
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Stillman? 








STILLMAN COLLEGE 
Our Church’s only School for Negroes 
As fares Stillmen, so fares our work with the Negro peo- 
ple. Have you as a Southern Presbyterian and a loyal 
Christian ever done anything directly and personally for 


Why not write Stillman in your will? Why 
not send your personal contribution, today? 
Address, Samuel Burney Hay, President, Box 483, Tus- 


caloosa, Alabama. 








AGNES SCOTT 


The College plays a leading part in the University Center program 


in Georgia. 


Interesting cooperation with other institutions is ar- 


ranged in student activities, in social life, in religious development, 


and in vocational preparation. 


For information and literature, address, 


President J. R. McCain, 
DECATUR, GEORGIA 
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EDITORIAL 


On Missionary Candidates, contd. 





Our recent editorial comment on mis- 
sionary candidates (Jan. 9) may easily 
have given some wrong impressions 
about the care with which missionary 
personnel is selected. This additional 
information, now in hand, should be 
provided our readers. 

The Nashville department which is 
entrusted with this responsibility, we 
understand, exercises great care in its 
choice of missionaries. Full and com- 
plete credentials on all applicants are 
studied and within the last three years 
every candidate has been brought to 
Nashville for a personal interview with 
the candidate committee before appoint- 
ment. This committee, as reported to 
the last Assembly, is made up of Thomas 
Kay Young, S. Hugh Bradley, Mrs. H. C. 
Hibbs and H. E. Russell. 

During the past year 50 new mission- 
aries have gone to the various fields 
of service. Of this number nine at- 
tended the type of school discussed in 
our earlier editorial. Six of these, how- 
ever, attended one of our seminaries (or 
married during seminary years) and two 
of the others are daughters of mis- 
sionaries of the church even though 
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they were not trained in our church’s 
institutions. The need for another can- 
didate was felt to be so urgent that the 
desired training at the Assembly’s 
Training School was foregone. Two can- 
didates for medical missionary service 
were so urgently needed on the field 
that it was felt that they should pro- 
ceed immediately. 

It is also a part of the program of 
the candidate department to require at- 
tendance at a six weeks’ training in- 
stitute at Montreat before final ap- 
proval. 

In order to give a truer understand- 
ing of this picture these additional facts 
must be borne in mind. 

All this, of course, does not lessen 
the chief emphasis of our original com- 
ment: That we must by all good means 
challenge a greater proportion of our 
ablest candidates for church vocations 
with the call to world missionary serv- 
ice if we are to have a missionary en- 
terprise that will inspire the church 
at home to an enthusiastic loyalty and 
if we are to make the most of the op- 
portunity which is ours in many parts 
of the world today. On this point, it 
would seem, all are agreed. 


Participation 

One thing we like best about this 
paper (if you will pardon us) is the 
way our readers write to the editors, 
providing one of the liveliest letters 
pages that we know about. 

Just now, in addition to the usual 
items, we are almost overwhelmed with 
letters about church architecture and 
racial segregation and we are prepar- 
ing for a new flood on Dr. Stroup’s 
proposal in this issue (page 5). 

All this free, frank and good-spirited 
discussion is a sign of health. We like 
it, and we hope you do. 


The Congregation’s Budget, 1950-51 





6. EQUIPMENT FUNDS 
congregations, with well 
adapted facilities, appear to follow no 


Some 


particular plan in keeping up their 
equipment. Consequently. every few 
years, or perhaps after many years, 


major attention is needed which places 
a heavy strain on the annual budget. 

It is far better to put aside a sum 
each year so as to keep the church 
property in good order and to provide 
replacements of worn-out equipment. 
In this critical demands are 
made and the church’s property can al- 
ways be kept in good order. 

Items needing particular sums in the 
annual budget include: 

1. The church building, for scheduled 
redecoration and renovation. 

2. The manse—a sum for annual use. 

3. The organ and pianos (Have a 
definite sehedule for tuning those 
pianos as well as the organ). 

4. Chureh school equipment. 

These are 


way no 


some of the equipment 
needs which ought to be well cared for 
but are frequently neglected. 

NEXT WEEK-— Personalize the 
Budget. 


The Reorganization 





30. BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
Radio 


This is one of the newest depart- 
ments of the church’s program and one 
of the most readily accepted and sup- 
ported, although, in proportion to the 
opportunities afforded it still could use 
more money than is now provided. 

The present director, John M. Alex- 
ander, while still a pastor, saw the 
church’s chance in radio and stimulated 
the Assembly to make a beginning in 
the field. His enthusiasm and leader- 
ship since 1946 explain much of the 
progress that has been made. 

Under the Board of Church Exten- 
sion, Radio will have a council of per- 
sons qualified in radio and public re- 
lations to serve as a sub-committee of 
the Board itself. 

Now, under Dr. Alexander’s leader- 
ship, and with the assistance of Agnes 
Scott College, a radio center has been 
established at Agnes Scott affording 
greatly enlarged facilities. This is used 
by the church radio committees which 
make up the Southern Religious Radio 
Conference. 

At present the Radio Division ar- 
ranges for: (a) Live voice broadcasts, 
13 weeks at a time; (b) recordings for 
radio and congregational use; (c) vis- 
ual aids which assist in presenting vari- 
ous parts of the church program; 
(d) research and study of the latest 
developments in these areas. 

So far as we know, outside services 
such as those provided in the Hooper 
Ratings have not yet been employed to 
test the acceptability of the division’s 
broadcasts, but, at least spot tests will 
doubtless be made from time to time. In 
this way it may be discovered whether 
the present early Sunday hour is the 
best to use or whether another avail- 
able time might be better. Now, the 
division supplies printed copies of the 
preacher’s message upon request, there- 
by gaining some idea of the proportion- 
ate response secured by the different 
preachers. 

Great assistance can be given this 
new development in the church’s pro- 
gram by groups or committees in 
synods, presbyteries and communities 
if they link themselves with the Assem- 
bly’s Radio center and make full use 
of what is and will be provided them. 

One great opportunity lies in the use 
of transcriptions or recordings of serv- 
ices, for churches, hospitals, etc.; pro- 
motional features for congregational 
group meetings or area gatherings; de- 
votional programs featuring great 
hymns; recordings for use on local sta- 
tions; film strips on visitation evan- 
gelism, missions, teaching methods, etc., 
as projected by the division. With ade- 
quate resources made available, a tre- 
mendous opportunity awaits. 


NEXT WEEK—Evangelism. 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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About Those ‘‘Heresy Miniatures’’ 
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RETRACTIONS JUNIOR 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





— 


“By thy words thou shalt be justi- 
fed, and by thy words thou shalt be 
condemned.”’-——Matthew 12:37. 


F THE GREAT Saint Augustine could 

in his old age write a volume of “re- 

tractations” or critical reviews of his 
own works, it may be permitted a far les- 
ser man to make some personal remarks 
about his own writing. So, before any- 
one elise jumps on my neck, I am going 
to jump on it myself, if such a feat be 
possible, in regard to the article, 
“Heresy Miniatures,”’ recently published 
in this corner (Feb. 6). 

Viewing it in cold type, I can see 
that a minister or student of theology 
could easily criticize it, and a layman 
might well be bewildered by it. The faults 
of that article, as I see them, are these: 
First, I did not define heresy at all, 
and used the word too loosely alto- 
gether. Second, some of the “‘heresies”’ 
I stated quite badly. 


HERESY, strictly speaking, is a 

departure from orthodoxy, and by 

orthodoxy one always means the 
official teaching of a church. I was 
thinking chiefly of the Westminster 
Standards, but also of the main-line 
Christian teaching in general. Heresy 
may be of two kinds. One is what may 
be called formal heresy, i. e., some idea 
or set of ideas which the church, in 
some official pronouncement or creed, 
has specifically repudiated. Such here- 
sies often have names, like ‘‘Sabel- 
lianism’” or “monophysitism” or ‘“‘dis- 
pensationalism.’’ Another kind may be 
called informal, i. e., notions held by 
individuals or groups which have never 
been repudiated by the church as such, 
but which are clearly out of line with 
the church’s teachings. 

Heresies, by the way, always have the 
air of truth or no one would believe 
them. Some heresies may even be true 
and the opposite orthodoxy false. One 
who believes a heresy to be the truth 
will go on believing it no matter what 
the church says. But that is another 
story. 

There are two other classes of ideas 
which I included in that omnium- 
gatherum list, which are, strictly speak- 
ing, not heresies at all in either of the 
two senses mentioned above. One con- 
sists of notions which are debatable; 
they may be defended by some quite 
orthodox persons and opposed by others; 
they represent one side of a question 
argued in the church and never officially 
settled. Another consists of notions 
which are just not quite right, though 
they may not contradict any particular 
doctrine at all. 

In the article in question, I lumped 
together all these various sorts of 
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notions without distinction. But also 
I stated some of these ‘‘heresies’’ so 
badly, that, as set down, they could be 
defended as being not really heretical 
at all. Those that seem to me to be 
open to special criticism are these: 

1. “He is a generous man, he gives 
his church over $50 every year.” That 
is not a heresy, it is only a wrong notion. 
Fifty dollars may indeed be a generous 
gift, from some persons; or it may be 
given under pressure, or in order to 
escape the income tax, or it may be 
a cheap and miserly gift. The wrong- 
ness of the statement is not that $50 
is generous; the wrongness is that gen- 
erosity cannot be measured in terms of 
money. It would have been better to 
label this a ‘‘mistaken notion” and re- 
phrase it thus so as to show its mis- 
takenness: ‘“‘‘Any man who gives as 
much as $50 a year to his church must 
be a generous soul.’ 

2. “The Bible was dictated by the 
Holy Spirit.” This is not an actual 
heresy; it is an example of one side of 
a debated question. All Christians agree 
that the Bible is inspired by the Holy 
Spirit; many Christians believe it is 
verbally inspired. Of those who believe 
in verbal inspiration, some believe this 
means dictation, some do not. In fact, 
this is often one of the “hot spots’ 
of debate between the verbal-inspira- 
tionists and those who differ with them. 
The latter will say, ‘““‘We can’t believe 
in verbal inspiration because that logi- 
cally means dictation, and that means 
a mechanical process.” The former re- 
tort, “Oh, but we do NOT mean dic- 
tation.” Dr. B. B. Warfield, for in- 
stance, an intensely conservative man, 
repudiated the dictation theory. (See 
his Revelation and Inspiration, page 
173, footnote, denying any connection 
between verbal inspiration and dicta- 
tion.) However, the theory of dicta- 
tion was actually rather widely held by 
Protestants a century or two ago, and 
is held by some today. So it is hardly 
fair to call “The Bible was dictated’’ 
a heresy; it is a minority opinion; our 
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creed does not deny it, though it by no 
means affirms it. 

83. “There are three individual per- 
sons in the Godhead” would be recog- 
nized by a student of theology as a form 
of the heresy known as tritheism, or 
at least as leaning in that direction. 
But many a layman would think it ab- 
solutely true. To make the heresy 
clearer, I should have written, ‘‘There 
are three separate individuals in the 
Godhead,”’ or ‘“‘There are three people in 
the Godhead,” or “When we say ‘three 
persons’ we mean exactly the same as 
we mean when we say there are three 
persons in this room—Jacob, James and 
Joseph.’’ These statements are all ob- 
viously tritheistic and heretical. The 
trouble, of course, is that the doctrine 
of the Trinity was first formulated in 
Greek, then translated into Latin, finally 
into English; and on the way from 
fourth-century Greek to 20th-century 
English the meaning of ‘‘person’’ has 
changed. Anyone who will read Au- 
gustine’s treatise on the Trinity will see 
from his illustrations how carefully he 
avoided tritheism. One may refer also 
to a recent devotional meditation on 
the Trinity in the January number of 
Interpretation. 

4. “God is bound to answer our 
prayer if we pray in Jesus’ name.” It is 
a mistake to call this a heresy, without 
further explanation, because there is a 
sense in which it is absolutely true. It 
depends on what the person who makes 
the statement means by “in Jesus’ 
name.”’ If he means that God will an- 
Swer a prayer which is not only fully 
in accord with the spirit of Christ but in 
line with his full knowledge of the facts 
involved—that is to say, a prayer which 
Christ himself would be willing, so to 
speak, to sign, then, of course, the state- 
ment is true. But if the statement means 
that God will answer and is bound to 
answer any prayer which ends with or 
includes the words, “In Jesus’ name,” 
then it is quite mistaken, though not 
technically a heresy. 


HE OFFENDED or puzzled reader 

is offered my sincere apologies. 

One thing can be said for that 
article, however: Seldom has any writer 
been guilty of so many ambiguities and 
errors in so small a space! 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Sprunt Lectures Are Listed 
For Union Seminary Week 


Titles of the lectures and the speakers 
schedule for Sprunt Lecture Week at 
Union Seminary in Virginia, Feb. 26- 
March 3, have been announced. The 
principal lecturer is Roland Herbert 
Bainton, professor of ecclesiastical his- 
tory at the Yale Divinity School. (Col- 
lateral lecturers are: President Norman 
Dunning, of Haworth Hall, University 
College, Kingston-upon-the-Hull, Eng- 
land; and James A. Jones, minister of 
Myers Park Presbyterian church, Char- 
lotte, N. C. 

The annual alumni luncheon is set for 
Thursday, March 2, at 1:00 o’clock. The 
lecture schedule is as follows: 





Sunday, Feb. 26 
8:00 PM—“Torquemada and the Inquisi- 
tion”—Dr. Bainton. 


Monday, Feb. 27 

8:00 PM—“Calvin and the Holy Common- 
wealth of Geneva”—Dr. Bain- 
ton. 


a 


Tuesday, Feb. 28 

10:00 AM—“The Execution of Servetus and 
the Protest of Castellio”— 
Dr. Bainton., 


11:00 AM—“The Person of Christ’—Dr. 
Dunning. 


8:00 PM—“The Atonement’’—Dr. Dunning. 


Wednesday, March 1 
10:00 AM—“John Milton and _ Religious 
Liberty in the Puritan Revo- 
lution”—Dr. Bainton. 


11:00 AM—“The_ Incarnation’—Dr. 
ning. 


Dun- 


8:00 PM—“The Resurrection’—Dr. Dun- 
ning. 


Thursday, March 2 
10:00 AM—“Roger Williams and Religious 
Liberty in the American Col- 
onies”—Dr. Bainton. 


11:00 AM—“Just Half a Christianity”—Dr. 
Jones, 


8:00 PM—“The Work of the Holy Spirit 
—Dr. Jones. 


Friday, March 3 
10:00 AM—“John Locke and the Issue of 
Toleration’”—Dr. Bainton. 


11:00 AM—“Conditions Which Precede the 
Spirit’s Coming’’—Dr. Jones. 


Decreases Are Noted in 
Reports of Assembly Receipts 


Receipts for ten months of the church 
year, ending January 31, are reported 
by the various agencies as follows: 

Annuities and Relief (Louisville), 
$303,086; decrease, $7,491. 

Church Extension (Atlanta), $463,- 
906; decrease, $39,381. 


Worid Missions (Nashville), $743,- 


354; decrease, $14,307; Program of 
Progress, $167,344. 
Religious Education (Richmond), 


$192,379; increase, $4,176. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Elliott Leads Maryville’s 
“February Meetings” 








The spiritual emphasis program at 
Maryville College in Tennessee, known 
as the ‘‘February Meetings,’’ was led 
for nine days by William M. Elliott, 
Highland Park pastor of Dallas, Texas. 
Hundreds of decisions were registered 
by the students. 


study of Religious Life at 
Davidson Proposed by President 


A study of the needs of religious life 
at Davidson College was recommended 
to the trustees recently by President 
John R. Cunningham. Said Dr. Cun- 
ningham: ‘‘The general secularism and 
moral laxity of our times, especially 
in the post-war period, have made their 
impact on college campuses as _ else- 
where. What many a pastor feels about 
his congregation with reference to the 
need for improvement some of us feel 
about the religious life at Davidson.” 
The present program includes daily 
chapel, Sunday vespers and two years 
of Bible study—all required—dormitory 
prayer meetings, YMCA leadership, 
deputation teams to churches, hospitals 
and Sunday schools. 


Winston Named Austin College’s 
Assistant to President Guerrant 
Dr. Louis S. Winston, Austin College 
graduate of the class of 1915 and for 25 
years a practicing dentist in Houston, 
has become assistant to President W. B. 
Guerrant, of Austin College. Dr. Win- 
ston will be engaged chiefly in the field 
of college finances and endowment 
needs, working in Texas and Oklahoma 
. A 1946 graduate, C. L. Hall, has 
joined the faculty in the department of 
business and economics. 


Tex-Mex Trustees Authorize 
New Construction and Repairs 

A machine shop to house sheet metal, 
plumbing, electrical, automotive and 
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shoe repair shops, and a classroom for 
shop classes, has been authorized by 
the trustees of the Texas-Mexican In- 
dustrial Institute at Kingsville, Texas. 
A paint shop is to be built separately. 
In addition, Skinner Hall is to be re- 
finished and a sewage disposal system 
for the entire school community will be 
installed. A new two-story dormitory to 
house 38 students will be completed by 
next September. Tex-Mex is one of the 
“birthday objectives’’ of the Presby- 
terian women this year with $60,000 
anticipated from that offering. 
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Union Seminary Summer 
Schedule Is Outlined 
Four professors who will teach in the 


graduate summer school of theology at - 


Union Seminary, Richmond, Va., have 
been named by Dean John Newton 
Thomas. The school will be held August 
2-30. Donald G. Miller, John Bright, 
Ernest Trice Thompson and James Ap- 
pleby will constitute the faculty. Dr. 
Thomas has been named to succeed 
Donald W. Richardson at the end of 
this year not only as director of the 
August term, but also as dean of the 
graduate department. 


$600 Scholarships Offered 
Mary Baldwin Freshmen 


Four $600 competitive scholarships 
are being offered freshmen who desire 
to enter Mary Baldwin College next Sep- 
tember. Scholarships are awarded on the 
basis of previous records, character, and 
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qualities of leadership. They are re. 
newable after the first year if the 
holders qualify for their continuance, 

Andrew Reid Bird, minister of 
the First church, Huntington, W. Va., 
led the recent Religious Emphasis Week 
at Mary Baldwin. 


Park Professor Demonstrates 
New Harmonic Wave Analyzer 
Professor Charles A. Culver, of Park 
College, Missouri, recently gave the first 
public demonstration of a harmonic 
wave analyzer which he has developed. 
Dr. Culver, who is chairman of Park’s 
science division and _ professor of 
physics, had scientists and musicians 
in his audience for the demonstration. 
This new equipment makes it possible 
for the first time to give instantaneous 
and simultaneous readings of both the 
fundamental and the overtones present 
in a given musical tone. Through use 
of the new analyzer manufacturers of 
musical instruments will be able to ob- 
serve quickly and accurately the total 
effect of any change in design. It is 
expected that the new wave analyzer 
will also be useful as a research tool in 
the field of musical acoustics. Dr. Cul- 
ver’s report will be presented next sum- 
mer at the meeting of the Acoustical 
Society of America. 


Stillman Receives Gift from 
St. Petersburg Estate 

Stillman College has received a $1, 
128 bequest from the estate of the late 
Margaret H. Jenkins, St. Petersburg, 
Fla. No indication has been given as 
to the specific use which will be made 
of the bequest. 
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BIBLE STUDY FOR MARCH 12 


Church Organization and 
Leadership 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Acts 6:1-6; 20:17-18, 28; 


I Corinthians 12:27-28. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MARCH 12 


1."The Apostles 


In the beginning the church had no 
formal organization of any sort; it was 
acommunity held together by common 
devotion to their risen Lord under the 
natural leadership of the men who had 
known him most intimately during the 
days of his flesh and whom he had 
commissioned to serve as his apostles 
after his death. As the Christian com- 
munity grew in size, as new problems 
began to emerge, it was inevitable that 
the apostles should receive some sort 
of assistance, that officers of one type 
or another should be appointed by the 
twelve or elected by the congregation. 

The first step toward formal organi- 
zation is described in Acts 6:1-6. It 
came, Luke tells us, at a time when 
“the disciples were increasing in num- 
ber.’’ 

After the death and resurrection of 
Jesus, we recall, 120 disciples were 
gathered together in the Upper Room 
which served as the headquarters for 
the Christian movement. Ten days 
later three thousand souls were added 
to their number (Acts 2:42), and a 
little later ‘“‘the number of the men 
came to be about five thousand” (4:4). 
Later still we read that “‘believers were 
the more added to the Lord, multitudes 
both of men and women (5:14). 

Many of those who joined the church 
were desperately poor. The disciples 
felt, however, that they were all breth- 
ren in Christ. They were determined 
that none should lack the necessities 
of life. As many of them ‘as were 
possessors of land or houses sold them 
and brought the price of the things 
that were sold and laid them at the 
apostles’ feet and distribution was 
made unto each, according as anyone 
had need” (4:34-35). 

As the church continued to grow the 
relief problem became more complex. 
The apostles could no longer attend to 
this aspect of the church’s life with- 
out neglecting their primary function, 
that of proclaiming the Word of God. 
Complaints began to be made that the 
funds of the church were not being 
equitably distributed. Particular dis- 
satisfaction was voiced by the Grecian 
Jews (i. e., Jews who had come from 
countries outside of Palestine) on the 
ground that the widows of their breth- 
Ten were being neglected by the He- 
brew Christians (families whose tradi- 
tions were rooted in Palestine). 
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As Sledd points out: 

“This was not a personal complaint: 
it was a murmuring of class against 
class, the Hellenists against the He- 
brews, and thus it indicated the pres- 
ence of a Hellenistic group conscious- 
ness within the brotherhood, and ex- 
pressed the conviction of that group 
that a Hebrew consciousness was affect- 
ing the justice of the apostolic distri- 
bution of the common store.” 


“How natural and how modern,’ 
comments Dr. Barton. ‘Labor today 
does not trust an administrative board 
constituted of capitalists and the re- 
verse is even more true. Even in the 
church one (sometimes) finds the same 
spirit manifested. .. .” 

Luke tells us that ‘‘the Hellenists 
murmured against the Hebrews.” In 
reality their criticism was directed 
against the apostles, for they, and they 
alone, were responsible for the distri- 
bution of the common store. ‘‘How did 
the apostles react to this criticism? 
They might have told those murmur- 
ers, ‘We were in this movement long 
before you were. If you do not like 
the way we are managing it, get out.’ 
Or they might have assumed the martyr 
role and said, ‘We are doing the very 
best we can; yet instead of appreciat- 
ing what we are trying to do, you do 
nothing but complain.’” (Clovis G. 
Chappell in his new book, ‘“‘When the 
Church Was Young’’) 

Fortunately they acted in a more 
Christian way. They recognized that 
there was some basis for dissatisfac- 
tion, even though the particular criti- 
cism was unjust, and they moved 
promptly to remedy the situation. 


lI. The Election of the First Deacons 


They ‘‘ssummoned the body of the dis- 
ciples,’’ Luke tells us, and said, “It is 
not right that we should give up 
preaching the Word of God to serve 
tables.’”” There is no suggestion here 
that it was a mistake for them to have 
concerned themselves with the distri- 
bution of food and clothing; no sug- 
gestion that this was not an essential 
service of the church. Quite the con- 
trary. The apostles had realized from 
the beginning that ‘“‘to talk about the 
bread of life to people who lacked 
physical bread was sheer futility.” And 
now it was evident that the task re- 
quired more time and attention than 
they could devote to it without neglect- 
ing the one thing for which they were 
particularly qualified and to which they 


had been particularly called, and with- 
out which the church could not sur- 
vive. 

They proposed, therefore, that the 
congregation choose seven men whom 
they could trust (of good repute), men 
who had common sense (wisdom) and 
at the same time were full of the Spirit 
(sensitive to his guidance, and reflect- 
ing his power in their lives. Cf. Gal. 
5:22-23)—traits which should charac- 
terize men elected to any office in the 
church and that the finances of the 
church be put under the care of these 
seven men. This action would insure 
a more satisfactory distribution of the 
daily stores, and at the same time 
would free them for their proper func- 
tion, that of prayer and the preaching 
of the Word. 

This suggestion appealed to everyone. 
Seven men were elected by the con- 
gregation. The apostles prayed and 
formally set them aside to their work 
by the laying on of their hands. This 
is the first time that we have any refer- 
ence made to the laying on of hands 
in relation to Christian workers. There 
are some scholars (with Catholic in- 
clinations) who think that a special 
‘character’? was bestowed upon these 
seven men by the laying on of the 
apostles’ hands. There is no indication 
of this in the passage before us. It 
seems to be merely a formal appoint- 
ment or ordination to office in the 
church. ‘‘No doubt the practice was 
customary in the Jewish church (Num. 
27:18; Dt. 34:9), but the constant 
practice of it by our Lord himself was 
sufficient to recommend it to the apos- 
tiles (Mt. 9:18; 19:13; Mk. 6:6: 7:33: 
8:23; 16:18). It soon became the out- 
ward and visible sign of the bestowal 
of spiritual gifts in the apostolic church 
(Acts S:17: 13:3: FT Tim... 216: O:33: 
II Tim. 1:6).’’ (Expositors’ Greek Tes- 
tament.) We continue the practice 
when we ordain ministers, elders and 
deacons. 

The establishment of this new ar- 
rangement was good for everyone con- 
cerned. The apostles were free to do 
the particular work to which they had 
been called. The newly elected officers 
developed spiritual powers which might 
have remained dormant, if they had 
not been given a work to do recall in 
this connection the subsequent contri- 
butions of just two of these seven men, 
Stephen and Philip, (chapters 6-8). 
Many who join our churches today lose 
interest because we give them nothing 
to do. With more people working, with 
better preaching, with the church mani- 
festing a more intelligent concern for 
the people’s material needs, “the num- 
ber of the disciples multiplied greatly,” 
and recruits were won even from among 
the priests. Organization, ‘‘machin- 
ery,’”’ will not of itself assure spiritual 
growth, but the Spirit himself cannot 
bear his richest fruit unless there is 
the right sort of organization, unless 
the church is so organized that it can 
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minister to both the spiritual and the 
material needs of men. 

The seven men who were chosen by 
the Jerusalem church to care for the 
poor and the needy were later known 
as deacons (servants) and by the time 
the pastoral epistles were written the 
office of the deacon had come to be 
a permanent one in the church. They 
continued to administer the charitable 
funds of the church—to seek out and 
visit and sid the aged, the sick and 
afflicted, the «!auws and orphans, and 
those who were imprisoned for their 
faith until the conversion of Constan- 
tine (312 A. D.) brought the persecu- 
tion of the church to an end. Then 
the sick were gathered into hospitals, 
the poor into almshouses, the orphans 
in orphan asylums, each under the con- 
trol of the church, but, under the care 
of its own appropriate custodians. The 
office of deacon finally became a tem- 
porary one, the first step toward the 
priesthood, as it still remains in the 
Roman Catholic, the Episcopal and the 
Methodist churches. 

When John Calvin sought to restore 
the ancient polity of the church at the 
time of the Reformation he made the 
diaconate a distinct office in the church, 
as it had been in the beginning, and 
committed to their hands the care of 
the sick and the needy in the commu- 
nity. They were to distribute the poor 
relief, not merely of the church but 
of the community, and to administer 
the hospitals which cared for the sick. 

Our own deacons have a more modest 
function, but they are a living exampli- 
fication of the fact that the church 
must do more than witness to the grace 
of God in Christ, it also 
concern itself with fundamental human 
needs—-with food, shelter, health, and 
the economic security of its people. 


Jesus must 


Ill. The Election of Elders 


as we have seen, the 
Apostles were the natural leaders of 
the church. When the burden of re- 
lief became too great for them to carry 


At the outset, 


deacons were elected to assist them. 
Later a second office was created—in 
the Jerusalem chureh—that of elder 


(presbyter in the Greek). Just when 
or why the office created we do 
not know. Probably it was because the 
apostles much of the time 
and a large group cannot function with- 
out appointed leaders. In Acts 11:24 
we read that the church in Antioch 
sent funds for relief to the elders of 
the church in Jerusalem. In Acts 15 
we find that elders are associated with 


was 


were away 


the apostles in the important council 
of Jerusalem. The administration of 
the Jewish church has been entrusted 
to elders, usually men of mature years, 
so that it was natural for the Chris- 
tian church to be organized in the same 
way. 

On his first missionary journey Pau} 
appointed elders in all the churches 
which he had founded in the Roman 
province of Galatia (14:23); churches 
founded on his subsequent journeys 
were evidently organized on the same 
model. On his final trip to Jerusalem 
Paul addressed the elders of the church 
at Ephesus and refers to them as ‘bish- 
ops’ (episcopoi). This is not apparent 
in the King James translation, but is 
unmistakable in the Greek, as it is 
also in Titus 1:5, 7. Scholars gen- 
erally are agreed that in the New Tes- 
tament church elders and bishops were 
interchangeable terms for the same 
office (the former being derived from 
the Jewish usage, the latter from the 
Greek). 

Paul’s words in Acts 20:28-29 make 
it clear that the elders or bishops had 
the spiritual oversight of the congrega- 
tion. In [ Timothy 5:17 Paul says, 
‘“‘Let the elders who rule well be con- 
sidered worthy of double honor, espe- 
cially those who labor in preaching and 
teaching.’’ It seems that the elders as 
a group managed the affairs of the con- 
gregation, that some of the elders, in 
addition, were engaged in preaching 
and teaching. 

In the second century the office of 
bishop and that of the elder became 
separate and distinct. The bishop had 
complete charge of the church, and the 
elders were his advisers. In the third 
century the bishop was the administra- 
tor of a diocese, and there was one 
elder, or presbyter, or priest (contrac- 
tion of the word presbyter) who served 
as pastor of each local church. 

In the Reformation period Calvin 
sought to reform the church according 
to the New Testament model. Elders 
(who were also bishops), assisted by 
were the only officers recog- 
nized; and the elders were divided into 
two groups, ruling elders and teaching 
elders (or pastors). Since the apostles 
were no longer on the scene to main- 
tain the unity of the church, a series 
of ascending courts, all composed of 
was arranged. In the Presby- 
church (from the Greek term, 
presbyter, or elder) these courts are: 
the session, the presbytery, the synod, 
and the yeneral Assembly. Paul’s 
charge to the elders in Ephesus is still 
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terian 
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applicable: ‘*‘Take heed to yourselves 
and to all the flock, in which the Holy 
Spirit has made you guardians, to feeq 
the church of the Lord, which he ob. 
tained for himself with his own blood.” 


1V. The Body of Christ 


Writing to the church in Corinth, 
which had many individualists among 
its members, who sometimes found it 
hard to work together, Paul explains 
that ‘‘the church is neither a dead masgg 
of similar particles like a heap of sand: 
nor a living swarm of antasnnistic mg 
dividuals like a cage of wild beasts; 
it has the unity of a living organism; 
in which no two parts are exactly alike, 
but all discharge different functions for 
the good of the whole. All men are 
not equal, and no individual can be in- 
dependent of the rest; everywhere there 
is subordination and dependence. Some 
have special gifts, some have none; 
some have several gifts, some only one; 
some have higher gifts, some lower; 
but every individual has some function 
to discharge and all must work to- 
gether for the common good.” (Plum- 
mer in the International Critical 
Commentary.) 

In I Corinthians 12:27-28 Paul 
names some of the gifted individuals 
who have been of service to the church, 
Held in the highest honor are the apos- 
tles (the name included not only the 
original twelve but also some of the 
great missionaries of the church, men 
like Barnabas) and the prophets (those 
who had a special insight into revealed 
truth, and a faculty for making it 
known) and the teachers (who were 
able to impress the truth which had 
been received on men’s hearts and 
minds, and to apply it to the life of 
the church. But there were many 
others who were of service. Paul is 
speaking not of officers now, but of men 
whether they hold office or no, who are 


able to work miracles (perhaps by 
their prayers), to heal those who are 
sick, to help (the word probably re- 


fers to those who succor the sick and 
needy, who assist in carrying on the 
work of the diaconate), to administer 
or take charge of any aspect of the 
church’s work), to speak enthusiasti- 
cally and ecstatically of what Christ has 
done for them. Whatever our particu- 
lar gifts are the church can use them. 
But the greatest gift, Paul goes on to 
say (in chapter 13) is the gift of love. 
And without that gift every other gift 
is worthless. 

The church must have officers of one 
sort or another, it must have workers 
with a variety of gifts. But unless 
officers and members have love, the 
love that is concerned with men’s spirit- 
ual needs and also with their material 
needs, a love that is patient and kind 
and neither arrogant or rude (I Cor. 
13:4-5) the work of the church will go 
forward as it should. 


(Title and Scripture selections copy 
righted by International Council of Re 
ligious Education.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


KINFOLK. By Pearl S. Buck. John 
pay Co., New York. 406 pp., $3.50 





This latest volume by Pearl Buck is 
as much a character study as it is a 
novel. From the scholarly self-exile, 
pr. Liang Wen Hua, with his intellec- 
tual snobbery, and his wife, whom he 
respects as the mother of his children 
and the heart of his household, to the 
peasant young Wang, the characters fit 
the story as fingers fit into a glove. 

Mrs. Liang is the link between the 
old China, typified by her husband, and 
the new China, by her children. James, 
Mary, and Peter were born in China. 
Louise was born in New York, and is 
American to the bone. James, the 
physician, first yields to a compelling 
urge to return to the old country. He 
is followed by the others. In Peking, 
they begin the struggle to fit into the 
Chinese pattern— James in the hospi- 
tal Mary as a social service worker, 
Peter as a Student. Louise, recovering 
fom an unhappy love affair, cannot 
make the grade. 

As the story unfolds in the home vil- 
lage of the Liang’s, James, Mary, and 
a Dr. Chen establish a clinic and a 
school. Louise marries an American 
and returns to her New York. Peter, 
confused by the conflicts in Chinese stu- 
dent life, is embroiled in a political in- 
cident which costs him his life. Driven 
by the feeling that they are needed by 
a China torn between two ways of life, 
Mary and James remain in their ances- 
tral village, striving there to put down 
their roots. 

Kinfolk is added evidence that Pearl 
Buck is at her best when depicting the 
Chinese scene, which she knows so well. 


FANNIE W. (Mrs. Frank 
H.) CALDWELL. 
Louisville, Ky. 


THE REALITY OF THE RELIGIOUS 
LIFE. By Henry Bett. Macmillan, 
New York. 160 pp., $2.25. 


The Reality of the Religious Life by 
Henry Bett is one of the great books 
of our time and has a special bless- 
ing in store for the average man and 
woman of every-day life. 

It gives him an assurance of why 
we believe what we do believe and ex- 
plains in detail that no work of science 
or philosophy has destroyed in a single 
iota the “Faith once delivered to the 
saints.”’ 
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In the ten chapters one is gripped 
from the start to finish with the fact 
that it is easier to believe now in our 
historic faith than in any period dur- 
ing the last two centuries. 

Mr. Henry Bett begins with an in- 
cident in the life of Sandy Peden, a 
Scotch Covenanter (the church in 
which I was born and reared), who 
while being pursued, asked God to pro- 
tect him from his enemies. Immediately 
a mist fell between him and his onrush- 
ing foes and he was saved. The point 
of this narrative lies in the fact that 
Mr. Bett makes one realize that for 
God to have acted in this situation does 
not in the least destroy the laws of 
nature—for, if he is God at all, he 
could, and did, bring another law into 
operation, of which we now know noth- 
ing. 

I have urged my own congregation 
to secure this book without delay for 
it will confirm what they have been 
taught to believe and it will still leave 
large room for them and all others to 
exercise the virtue of faith without 
which no one shall see God. 


JAMES RENWICK JACKSON. 
Erie, Pa. 


ST. PAUL THE TRAVELLER AND 
THE ROMAN CITIZEN. By Sir William 
Ramsay. Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 402 pages. $3.50. 


This is a 1949 lithoprint reproduction 
of the third edition of a bok which first 
appeared in 1895. It is one of the 
classics in New ‘Testament literature, 
and its reappearance will be welcomed 
by many. It is primarily a running com- 
mentary on the book of Acts, with pri- 
mary emphasis placed upon the historic 
background of Paul and the people with 
whom he worked. Sir William was one 
of the authorities in biblical antiquities 
of the past generation. He used his 
great learning to substantiate the his- 
torical accuracy of Acts and to make 
vivid many of its stories. Some of the 
book is naturally out-of-date by now, 
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but it is still a most interesting and 
helpful work. 
SAMUEL A. CARTLEDGE. 
Decatur, Ga. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





The Nature of Man. By a Group of 
Scientists, Clergymen and Philosophers. 
A. Wm. Loas, editor. The Church Peace 
Union and the World Alliance for Inter- 
national Friendship through Religion. 
$1.00. 

Human Destiny. Lecomte du Nouy. New 
American Library. A Signet Book. 25 
cents. 

The Christian Demand for Social Justice. 
Edited by Wm. Scarlett. New American 
Library. A Signet Book. 25 cents. 

You Can Change the World. Father 
James Keller. New American Library. A 
Signet Book. $ .25. 

Come Unto Me. Charles Franklin Parker. 
Rinehart & Co. $3.50. 

Flagellant on Horseback. Richard Ells- 


worth Day. Judson Press. $3.00. 

A Casket of Cameos. (Reprint) F. W. 
Boreham. Judson Press. $2.00. 

Christianity and Society. Nels F. S. 
Ferré. Harper. $3.75. 

A Firm Faith for Today. Harold A. 
Bosley. Harper. $3.00. 

I Believe. Nevin C. Harner, Christian 


Education Press. $1.75. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

F. Hubert Morris, New Bern, N. C., 
has accepted a call to the First church, 
Covington, Va. 

Bruce A. Cumming, South Miami, 
Fla., to South Chulla Province, Kwang 
Ju, Korea, after March 15. 

Fred J. Harmon from Inman, §S. C., 
to the Elberton, Ga., church, 160 S. 
McIntosh St. 

C. G. Partridge from Pensacola, Fla., 
to 1209 E. Fifth Ave., Florala, Ala. 

John A. McMurray, on leave of ab- 
from the Panama City, Fla., 
church, to Chattahoochee, Fla. 

J. Edward Bates, formerly of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA (member of 
N. Y. Avenue in Washington) and a re- 
cent student at Columbia Seminary, De- 
catur, Ga., has become pastor of the 
Villa Rica and Austell, Ga., churches. 

John S. Yelton from Jefferson City, 
Tenn., to 512 W. Maple St., Johnson 
City, Tenn. 

Ralph Parvin from Levi, Ky., to Ila, 
Ga. 

John H. Vanlandingham, Clarkton, 
Mo., has accepted a call to the Rich- 
mond, Mo., church effective March 1. 

W. W. Travis, Jonesboro, Ark., has 
accepted a call to the Southminster 
church, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

J. Samuel Lack has resigned as pas- 
tor of the Delhi, La., church 
now at 970 Robin Hood, 
Tenn. 

T. Stratton Daniel, Jr., Baldwin, 
Miss., has accepted a call to the Fair- 
field Highlands church, 903 Fairfield 
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Highlands, Ala., effective March 1. 

J. David Simpson from Newton Miss., 
to 923 22nd St., Ft. Smith, Ark. 

Neill G. Stevens from Pine Bluff, 
Ark., to Tar Heel, N. C. 

Wm. H. Dendy, formerly of Summer- 
ville, S. C., has begun his new work 
as pastor of the Whitmire, S. C., 
church. 

W. H. Matheson from Davidson, N. 
C., to Gilwood church, Route 2, Con- 
cord, N. C. 

R. W. Jablonowski, Jr., new pastor 
at Broadway church, Ft. Worth, Texas, 
has for his address, Box 2236 

Irvin C. Wise, from Blackwood, N. J., 
to 1218 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa., 
where he is editor for the National 
Council of Clergymen and Laymen. 


IMPROVED IN HEALTH 

W. B. Holmes, Jr., Gatesville, Texas, 
pastor, who was ill during several 
months, is greatly improved and is now 
back at work. 


CAMPUS SPEAKERS 

Presbyterian College’s Religious Em- 
phasis Week speakers, Feb. 28-March 
3, include: Wm. B. Ward, Daniel Iver- 
son, Leslie H. Patterson, 
Frampton, and S. J. L. Crouch. 

Albert G. Edwards, Harrisonburg, 
Va., led the Religious Emphasis Week 
services at Austin College this month, 
with Mr. and Mrs. Jan Owen, Martin 
Singleton, and Louanna Roach as 
counselors. 

Ronald S. Wilson, Winchester, Va., 
pastor, led the recent REW services at 
Madison College, Harrisonburg, Va. 

Ben Lacy Rose, Bristol, Va., Central 
church, was the REW speaker at Peace 
College, Raleigh, N. C., this month. 


McLeod 


VANDERBILT CONVOCATION 


Speakers for the 75th anniversg 
convocation at the School of Religion 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn, 
include: Pitarim A. Sorokin, Reinholg 
Niebuhr, Nels S. Ferre, Frederick Nolde 
George A. Buttrick, April 17-19. 


IRISH MODERATOR 


J. H. R. Gibson, Belfast, Ireland, 
clerk of the General Assembly, has been 
nominated as moderator of the Genera] 
Assembly by a majority of the presby-# 
teries. 


BEST SERMONS 


Presbyterian, US, ministers with ser- 
mons included among the 52 in the an- 
nual Best Sermons volume edited by G. 
Paul Butler (Harper and Bros., $8), 
are: Warner L. Hall, Charlotte, N. ¢,,% 
and Harris E. Kirk, Baltimore. USA 
Presbyterians include: James T. Cleland 
Duke University; Samuel McCrea Cavert 
and Henry P. Van Dusen, New York. 
United Presbyterian: Ansley C. Moore, § 
Pittsburgh: Others: John Baillie and 
James S. Stéwart, Edinburgh, Scotland; 
Clayton E. Williams, Paris, France; 
Ned B. Stonehouse, Philadelphia. 
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vass Day; and that the Canvass not be considered complete 
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